People of God Discussions (Acts 2.41-47)
Discerning a vision for future ministry and amalgamation in Hamilton 
We see the results of the Pentecost transformation in the lives of the early Christians. The Spirit begins to take form and to shape the faith of those who joined this new movement. 

In this idealized snapshot of early Christian communities, we can see six activities. These activities were things that the first Christians did; they also were the means by which people were shaped or formed into the Christian life. The activities are:

1. worship and the life of prayer: large, medium and small groups

2. the forming and sustaining of community: getting to know people, encouraging community life and participation; organization, structure and governance; stewardship

3. fellowship and pastoral care

4. teaching and learning

5. proclaiming the gospel in word & deed: outreach & social justice

6. evangelism: inviting people into our faith community - hospitality, welcome and inclusion

Join a group to discuss one of the activities listed above using the following questions.

1. How significant is this activity in the life of your congregation? (on a scale of 1-10?) How much time, money, energy, anxiety is spent in your church on this activity in comparison to the other activities listed?

2. Has this activity made a significant difference in people’s lives? Are there any stories to illustrate how people have been changed?

3. What are the possibilities for developing and growing this ministry in the future? What would the church need to be like for this activity to be truly vital and effective for the future? For children, youth and their families? For seniors?  (i.e. what activities would need to happen, leadership, relationships, resources of people, building(s), money.)

4. What opportunities are before us in developing and growing this ministry? What could we gain? What would be the risks?
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